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KARRAKATTA CEMETERY RENEWAL PROGRAM 
Statement 

HON AARON STONEHOUSE (South Metropolitan) [10.31 pm]: Early this afternoon, I attended a rally of 
a group of concerned citizens—sons, daughters and grandchildren of people buried in Karrakatta Cemetery—who 
are concerned about the renewal program happening there at the moment. The more than 100 attendees at the rally 
are concerned that the headstones of their loved ones are at risk of being destroyed. To remind members, I think it 
was last year on the 100th anniversary of the Armistice, when the media was spruiking 100 buglers who would 
be playing in Perth to mark the anniversary, that I was talking to the national media about what I considered to 
be a national disgrace—100 graves of service personnel that were at risk of having their gravestones destroyed 
or removed. I am talking about people like Sergeant Billy Date who fought with the 11th Battalion at Gallipoli; 
Sister Mary Nicolay, who trained under Florence Nightingale and served as a nurse with the Western Australian 
troops in the Boer War in the days before Federation; and Private Griffiths of the Australian Women’s Army 
Service, who served in World War II and who died at age 44 years, leaving her widowed husband, who had also 
served in World War II, to raise their three children without their mother. The list goes on. 
I listed 100 graves at that time, but I am convinced that that number exceeds 200. There are 200 graves at risk of 
being destroyed, with headstones that currently bear service inscriptions and valuable historic data. In fact, 
members may not be aware, but the final resting place of my own great-grandparents, William George Stonehouse 
and Catherine Sophia Stonehouse, is in Karrakatta. I am spared the risk of their headstones being destroyed. I am 
one of the lucky ones; their ashes are spread in the rose garden and they only have plaques, which are not at risk, 
at least for now, of being moved. 
I have spoken mostly about military graves so far, and that is, frankly, because they attract more media attention. 
But it is worth remembering that every family’s loved ones deserve respect and remembrance. The local publican, 
butcher, nurse, housewife, teacher or labourer all helped to build this state and make it what it is today. No family 
should arrive at Karrakatta to lay flowers on the grave of their loved ones and discover that the headstone has been 
destroyed without their knowledge or consent. Respect does not come with a 25-year expiry date; it should be given 
in perpetuity. 
At the rally, I had the opportunity to meet a lot of the attendees. I was given a letter from a young girl—eight-year-old 
Lillian. With your indulgence, Madam President, I would like to read out her letter. She asked me to pass it on to 
Mark McGowan, the Premier. I told her I would do that but I thought I would first take the opportunity to share it 
with everyone here. Lillian, eight years old, says — 

To Mark McGowan the reesin that I am riting to you is Beekos you won’t stop the rovl of hedstons. 
I hop you and David — 

She is referring to the Minister for Local Government — 
can help us stop MBC — 

The Metropolitan Cemeteries Board — 

roving the hestons. from Lillian 

I seek leave to table this letter. 

Leave granted. [See paper 3444.] 

Hon AARON STONEHOUSE: When I spoke to Lillian, I assured her that I would make sure her letter was tabled. 
She was very excited about that. I explained to her what that meant and that it would be a matter of public record 
for years to come. 

The Cemeteries Act 1986 was brought in during the bad days of Brian Burke and WA Inc, and I think that alone 
should cause some concern. It has not been reviewed in 33 years. The attendees at the rally this afternoon are really 
asking for only one simple thing—for a public and transparent review of the Cemeteries Act. I do not think that 
is too much to ask. MPs were invited to the rally. I understand that many could not make it because we had to sit 
at 12.30, and they may not have been able to make it before we began discussing voluntary assisted dying. I think 
it is worth noting that as we debate voluntary assisted dying and as we talk about respecting those who are facing 
the end of their life, we have forgotten, I think, to respect those who have already passed—those who are buried 
at Karrakatta. 

Until the loved ones of those who attended that rally can rest in peace, I will not be leaving the government in 
peace. I think it is a tragedy that gravestones are being removed. I think it is a great disrespect to those who gave 
all in times of war. It is a destruction of our only tangible link to the past—those pioneers and service personnel 
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who gave everything for the state and helped build it to what it is today. I will be continuing this fight. I hope that 
young Lillian will receive a response from the Premier in time. 
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